LEIGH D. STARK

SEO SPECIALIST / TECHNOLOGIST

PROFILE

Name
Leigh D. Stark

Phone
+61 400 255 074

Email
leighlo@gmail.com

Website
www.leighlo.com

SOCIAL
facebook.com/leighlo

Bl aeleighlobsky.social

B linkedincom/in/leighlo
instagram.com/leasedark

PROJECTS

pickrcom.au
simplsavercom
[ standfirstxyz

PROFESSIONAL
STATEMENT

Search doesn't have to be
complicated, but for so many
businesses and organisations, it is.

Every problem in search has an
answer, and every answer can be
found with a test. I'm fortunate enough
to have my own projects to run my
own tests, so businesses always get
the benefits of my over 10 years SEO
history and extracurricular activities.

As an SEO specialist, | endeavour to
cover all aspects of search. Not just
content, but also technical, UX, CSS,
and code. Being a holistic SEO is vital
to achieving success, and | can help
deliver doing just that.

EXPERIENCE

2024 - Present  Pounce Agency
SEO Manager
Performs SEO audits and develop SEO strategies to improve the
health of businesses across B2B, ecommerce, and more.

2018 - 2023 RateCity

SEO Manager (Previously Content & SEO Manager)

Management of SEO & Content team including content SEO,

technical SEO, and SEO training. Architected Al SEO approaches.
2016 - 2018 McCorkell & Associates

Senior Content Manager

Producer and manager of content and SEO for B2B clients and

services, including Telstra, IBM, AIG, National Dental Care, and more.
2009 - 2016 GadgetGuy / Gadget Group

Online Editor & Content Producer
Reviewer, journalist, SEO, and more for GadgetGuy & Gadget Group.
Responsible for traffic increase strategies on minimal resources.

2007 - Present  Freelance SEO
As a freelance SEO specialist, my work has covered industries
including entertainment, medical, fertility, and insurance.

PUBLICATIONS

October 2024 Search Engine Land
An article covering how websites can recover from the Google
Helpful Content Update penalty.

EDUCATION
2000 - 2004 Bachelor of Fine Arts
National Art School

SKILLS & EXPERTISE

Adobe (anything) Google Analytics Content SEO HTML/CSS
Figma Search Console Technical SEO Xcode

Final Cut Pro Looker Studio Offsite SEO Swift/SwiftUl
Logic Pro SEMRush UX/UI SEO Al Coding
REFERENCES

Liz Seatter Mia Steiber

Public Relations Manager
T: +61 424 658 384
E: Liz.Seatter@syd.com.au

Group Manager - Editorial & Content
T: +61 422 518 766
E: miasteiber@gmail.com
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LEIGH D. STARK

SEO SPECIALIST / TECHNOLOGIST

PROOF OF SEARCH EXPERTISE

Structured RateCity
Data An experimental concept designed to showcase the writing and table of contents for pages in a way that

took advantage of the "HowTo" structured data and managed to take over the whole viewport of a search.

Fixed rate Nsw  Australia Currently 2023 Calculator Lowest Compare Australia Fi
Refinancing Credit Union With balloon Comi

Use our car loan calculator to estimate your repayments

RateCity : RateCi
® hitps:/www.ratecity.com.au > car-lo... i on a new or used car loan. Our calculator features ® h:pzs:/:zyww S T
repayment frequency, balloon payments, loan term ... ; : T
Car Loan Comparison - Interest Rates Refinance home loans | rates from
from 4.84% & faecy ; 5.14%
5 June 2023 — Interest rates generally vary between Ftpec/Amew retecity.com.au » cefoul. RateCity research shows that a homeowner with a 25~
2.99% and 10% for secured car loans, and up to 15% Calculate Your Car Loan Repayments year, $750,000 home loan on the RBA's average ongoing
for unsecured loans. However, rates can exist outside ... variable rate for current owner-occupiers of 4.85% (as ...
Calculate your car loan repayments instantly. The
Car loan factor: About RateCity car loan calculator lets you discover potential First Option Bank: 5.24%
Loan term: A shorter loan term (1-3 years) may mean repayments on a secured or unsecured car loan. Police Bank: 5.29%

higher ongoing repayments but ...

HSBC: 5.34%

Loan type: Choose between a secured car loan, in which
the vehicle is used as colla...

Interest rate: There are two parts to a loan’s interest rate:
the advertised rate and the ...

£

1. Enter how much 2. Enter your 3. Select
you'd like to... preferred interes... term
1. Choose your 2. Ask your lender 3. Compz
new loan for a better rate current re
People also search for
1. Assess your 2. Search and 3. Check
budget compare car loans credit scc o People also ask
= What is the current interest rate for
. RateCity
Technical ) )
SEO Over the course of seven years, the SEO at RateCity saw enormous changes spearheaded by a multifaceted
technical SEO approach. The sitemap and page indexation was cut back from over goK pages to under 5K,
speed and performance was shifted as a priority, structured data was improved significantly, page slugs for
products were shifted to better control page crawls, specialised dashboards for tracking were created in
Looker Studio, and more.
Armed with a small SEO and content team, RateCity's minimal headcount managed top 5 positions in
aggressively competitive spaces for personal finance, including Home Loans, Car Loans, Personal Loans,
and Superannuation.
Technical & Pickr Organic traffic
Content SEO Hit by the Helpful Content Update in September 2023, 24K
| was able to aggressively test solutions to determine what
Google's HCU was working from to demote content, and .
successfully engineer a return.
A grand total of 33 things were tried in order to gain an HCU 2K
recovery. Using these methods, | am fairly sure I've worked
out what the HCU was designed to do, and how to recover 6K
fromiit.
& @@dEe @@ o @Gk
An article about this was published on SearchEnginelLand. Clee e e 0
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LEIGH D. STARK

SEO SPECIALIST / TECHNOLOGIST

PROOF OF SEARCH EXPERTISE (Continued)

Technical SEO  Pickr

& Accessibility ~ Using a combination of Al-assisted programming and an Al voice
model, Pickr now includes Al article reading in the author's voice, > GEDIeED o
improving the UX and accessibility, and boosting SEO in the process.

Listen to this article

SEO Poisoning ~ James Chase

& Technical Improving the site ranking and position of a Sydney-based buyers agent whose website had been hacked
SEO with via XSS. The result was an extra 30K pages added to their index and crawl, demolishing ranking and
crawl budget.

Using a combination of redirects, site security, and technical SEO expertise, while also improving the page
structure and adding proof of EEAT principles, James Chase's crawl budget and ranking improved over the
space of 3 to 6 months.

Content SEO, Tomorrow Morning
Technical SEO,  An experimental project designed to let me flex my reviewing muscles on another type of product (alcohol)
& Structured while also testing whether backlinks are as critical as some search marketers believe.
Data
With a DR of 2 and virtually no backlinks, TomorrowMorning.com.au is able to gain top five ranks against
domains with higher scores and more backlinks, including large brands such as Dan Murphy's and BWS.

Using a combination of content, EEAT principles, and custom structured data, TomorrowMorning essentially
works as a review house with minimal updates and yet also major ranking considerations.

. N . i ey Backlink profile for tomorrowmorning.com.au x
Google  espoentecuiereview Google | entodesginreven
nsored
’ ' Seol I Domain Rating Backinks Linking websies

Al Videos Shopping Images  Forums ipodesg

© :tr‘m.po lesgin.com . 16 14
p://www.antipodesgin.com ot o o

= @ Black White | BWS | Dan . . 19% dofollow 21% dofollow
Antipodes Gin

Sponsored The Antipodes Gin Company — Award winning Certified Organic Spirits & Liqueurs. Made
responsibly in Australia.

tomorrowmorning.com.au

|
y|
I https:/tomorrowmorning.com.au » Reviews  §
L+ Antipodes Gin review - Tomorrow Morning

28 Apr 2022 — Clear and simple, this is a gin that like its label evokes a sense of minimalism, but like

Espolon Tequila Blanco Espolon Teqt
the hidden map found on the underside of its label, ...
700mL 700mL P
Pros and cons: Easy to drink - Warms you up without being too imposing - Lovely Aussie premium gin -
$65.00 $65.00 ;
View full list
First Choice Liquor Liquorland
ek (2Kt (2K

The Martini Whisperer
tomorrowmorning.com.au https://martiniwhisperer.com > 2015/10/25 » review-ant... &
https://tomorowmomning.com.au » Tequila  § . . "
X ) Review: Antipodes Gin
Espolon Tequila Blanco review - Ton ) . . N
. 25 Oct 2015 — But it was in a G+T (fevertree tonic was used) that it was fantastic, zesty, clean and
17 Aug 2022 — A smooth tequila that goes down t T ;
that tequila had to be hot and harsh. refreshing, just perfect. Just don't use Schweppes, that ...
Pros and cons: Residual sweetness very appealing and distinctive - Clean and refreshing - View full list
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